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Primal Memento 

I first traveled abroad in 1991. I didn’t like many things and ran away from Japan and went to 
Paris.

At first, I spent my time hanging out without doing anything, but one traveler said, “Africa is 
good,” and with a light feeling, I flew from Spain across the Strait of Gibraltar to Africa.

Every day was a battle in Africa. Especially when I went to a village in the desert, I was able to live 
every day. It was unthinkable in Japan to just wake up with the sun, eat the same food, and sleep 
every day.

However, I got used to this difficult life at first over time, and within half a month I was able to live 
without any discomfort.

At that time, my family got to stay at home, but it’s bad to do nothing, so when I said “I’ll help 
you”,

Then I was asked if I could sweep the front door, so it became my daily routine to sweep the front 
door from that day.

Even though it was the entrance, there was no door, and when I woke up every morning, I 
remember that it was difficult because of the accumulation of sand.

One day, when more sand was piled up in the front door than ever before, I was a little annoyed 
and thought, “What if I stopped this work?”

The answer is simple: the house is buried in the sand and becomes part of the desert. At that 
time, something caught my heart, but I was trying hard to scrape the sand without thinking 
deeply.

When I think about it now, I feel that this life in Africa has inspired me to think about “primitive 
memories.”

After that, I began to think about “primitive memories” clearly when I was traveling in Central and 
South America, when I met people living old-fashioned lives and weathering ruins.

It all started when I felt something like a “flow” that I hadn’t noticed in Japan.

After that, when I traveled to Asia, the “flow” became bigger in me.

When I put myself in that “flow”, I remember feeling uneasy because the place where I was 
standing felt very dangerous and restless.

At that time, I felt that I knew a little about the contradiction I felt in Africa.

Our society has acquired a comfortable environment by developing convenient things, but when 
they are separated from human hands, they return to their original form of nature.

The same can be said for people. It was an Indie Henna girl I met while traveling in South America 
that made me feel that way. The child was sitting alone in a chair in front of a small rural church, 
wearing a manta ray.

In South America, many children smile and ask for money when they see foreigners, but even 
though they are looking at us, they do not move.

I was curious, so I went up close to her, sat down beside her, gesturing to let me take a picture of 
her, and pointed her at the camera.

Still, she was just staring at the lens without a smile. At that time, unlike the children she had met, 
her face and eyes exuded something like a strong will that was not influenced by the times.

The history of Indigena is thought to have been closed by the aggression, but they continue to 
carry on the history of their memories without closing it.

In today’s world, there are things that return to the primitive when humans let go, and people who 
inherit the memories of the primitive and live with the same spirit as before.

By collecting those “primitive memories”, I hope to re-emerge something important that modern 
people have abandoned.
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